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Dear Colleagues,

On behalf of the Organizing Committee of the XIVth International Congress of
Paediatric Laboratory Medicine (ICPLM) and the Task Force on Paediatric Laboratory
Medicine (TF-PLM) of the International Federation of Clinical Chemistry and
Laboratory Medicine (IFCC), we invite you to the Congress in Durban, South Africa on
October 20-22nd 2017. The Congress will be organized in cooperation with the African
Federation of Clinical Chemistry. The Congress will focus on the latest scientific and
technological achievements in all areas of paediatric clinical and diagnostic laboratory
medicine and we are certain that all participants will be enthused by the program.
Taking place immediately before the IFCC World Lab Durban 2017, the congress
offers you the unique opportunity to gather the latest information in laboratory
medicine for children as well as for adult patients.

The scientific program will cover a wide range of topics and includes sessions on
genetically determined diseases in children, metabolic disorders, newborn screening,
allergy testing, nutrition, endocrinology, paediatric reference intervals, infectious
diseases, challenges of the paediatric laboratory, and many other topics. We would
also like to encourage you to submit your latest scientific research results to be
presented in scientific poster sessions. The program will attract a wide variety of
participants including laboratory physicians, pathologist, scientists and technologists,
as well as practicing clinicians in paediatrics, neonatology, infectious disease and
family medicine.

Detailed information about the 2017 ICPLM Durban and its program can be found at
the following link: www.icpiIm2017.org

Durban which is the third largest city in South Africa is a natural paradise known for its
gorgeous, safe swimming beaches and subtropical climate, warm Indian ocean,
variety of restaurants and rich cultural diversity. Durban is situated on the eastern
coast of Africa in Kwa-Zulu Natal province where summer is all year long.

Please save these dates in your calendar — we look forward to hosting you in Durban
in October 2017.
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Congress President
Dr. Michael Metz - Australia

Co - Chairs
Dr. Magdalena Turzyniecka — South
Africa

Prof. Tahir S Pillay — South Africa

IFCC Task Force Pediatric
Laboratory Medicine

Dr. Michael Metz —Australia

(Chair)

Dr. Tim Lang — United Kingdom

(Vice Chair)

Prof. Vijay L. Grey — Canada

(Past Chair)

Members

Dr. Sharon M. Geaghan — USA
Prof. Martin Hersberger —
Switzerland

Dr. Tze Ping Loh — Singapore

Dr. Magdalena Turzyniecka — South
Africa

Advisors
Prof. Patricia M. Jones — USA
Prof. Klaus P. Kohse — Germany

International Scientific
Advisory Board

Dr. Anne - Lise Bjgrke Monsen —

Norway

Dr. Aster Tsegaye Abebe — Ethiopia

Dr. Audrone Eidukaite — Lithuania

Prof. Binod Kumar Yadav — Nepal

Dr. Darina Behulova — Slovakia

Prof. George Van der Watt — South

Africa

Dr. loannis Papassotiriou — Greece

Prof. Jon J Jonsson — Iceland

Prof. Klaus P. Kohse — Germany

Prof. Krystyna Sztefko — Poland

Prof. Martin Hersberger —

Switzerland

Dr. Michele Mussap — Italy

Dr. Peter Ridefelt — Sweden

Prof. Rahajuningsih D Setiabudy —

Indonesia

Dr. Rémy Couderc — France

Prof. Richard Prusa — Czech Rep

Dr. Ronda Greaves — Australia

Dr. Sihe Wang — USA

Dr. Stephen Hill - Canada

Dr. Tran Thi Chi Mai — Vietnam
Dr. Yolanda B de Rijke — Netherlands

AWARDS:

Poster presentations on all Topics in Paediatric Laboratory

Medicine are invited.

Three poster awards in the amount of €300 each will be awarded
for:

- the best oral presentation by an attnedee

- the best oral presentation by a young attendee (<40 years
old on the 1% of January 2017)

- the best poster by an attendee




PROGRAMME — GENERAL OUTLINE

8.30-9.30

9.30-12.30

12.30-14.00

14.00-17.00

FRIDAY, 20TH OCTOBER 2017

LUNCH/POSTER VIEWING

OPENING CEREMONY: 17.00 - 21.00; PLENARY LECTURE 1: 18.15 - 19.00

SUNDAY, 22"° OCTOBER 2017

8.30-9.30

PLENARY LECTURE 3

9.30-12.30

SYMPOSIUM
6

Endocrinology

SYMPOSIUM
7

Nutrition
and
Immunology

SYMPOSIUM
8

Bone
Metabolism

12.30-13.00

LUNCH/POSTER VIEWING

13.00-14.00

PLENARY LECTURE 4

14.00-15.20

SYMPOSIUM

9

Paediatric Laboratory

Testing

SYMPOSIUM

10

Abstracts Oral
Presentations

15.20-15.35

CLOSING CEREMONY: POSTER AWARDS




OPENING PLENARY LECTURE —-20.10.2017:

“Ecological, epidemiological and control
aspects of the Ebola outbreak in West
Africa, 2013-2015”

by Professor Janusz T Paweska

Professor Janusz T. Paweska is a head of the Center for Emerging and Zoonotic
Diseases at the National Institute for Communicable Diseases of the National
Health Laboratory Service (NICD-NHLS), Sandringham, South Africa. He is also
the head of the WHO Collaborating Center for Reference and Research on Viral
Haemorrhagic Fevers and Arboviruses, regional director of the Global Virus
Network, and the deputy director of the Southern Center for Infectious Diseases
Surveillance.

His special fields lie in viral diagnostics with focus on the development and
Validation of novel techniques for rapid pathogen detection and discovery,
epidemiology and ecology of arboviruses and viral hemorrhagic fevers, and
virus-host interactions.

He has authored/co-authored 148 scientific articles 13 book chapters.

Prof. Paweska has been a part of international research expeditions and

outbreak responses, including the 2002 Ebola outbreaks in Gabon, the 2005
Marburg disease outbreak in Angola, the 2006 Rift Valley fever outbreak in Kenya,
the 2009 Ebola outbreak in the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC), and the
Ebola ecology study in 2010, 2011 in the DRC. During a highly fatal nosocomial
outbreak in Johannesburg in 2008 he led the discovery of a new Old World
Arenavirus, he named Lujo virus.

In August 2014 he established Ebola molecular diagnostic laboratory in Sierra
Leone as a part of WHO-GOARN Ebola outbreak response in West Africa.

Prof. Paweska is a member of the Bioweapon Working Committee of the South
African Council for Non-Proliferation, SA Ministry of Health Advisory Committee
on Ebola, the WHO Global Outbreak & Alert Response Network, the WHO
Emerging and Dangerous Pathogens Laboratory Network, WHOTechnical Group
for orthopoxvirus /smallpox virus laboratory diagnostics, WHO Ebola Virus
Persistence Study Independent Data Monitoring Committee, the International
Committee for Taxonomy of Viruses (ICTV) Filoviridae Study Group, and a
member of a number of editorial boards.




PLENARY LECTURE - 21.10.2017:

“The use of POC testing to bypass the
traditional laboratory and improve patient
care”

by Professor Sverre Sandberg

Sverre Sandberg, MD, PhD and a specialist in laboratory medicine is a Professor
at the University of Bergen. He is a director of NOKLUS, a Norwegian organisation
for quality improvement of primary care laboratories (www.noklus.no) which serves
about 3000 users of the point of care equipment outside the hospitals and a chair
of Scandinavian Evaluation of Laboratory Equipment for Primary Health Care
(SKUP). He is also a director of the Norwegian Porphyria Centre (NAPQOS).
Between 2002 and 2012 he was a director of the Laboratory of Clinical
Biochemistry at Haukeland University Hospital in Bergen.

Professor Sandberg was a chair of the Committee on Evidence-Based Laboratory
Medicine (1996-2002) and the Global Campaign of Diabetes Mellitus at
International Federation of Clinical chemistry and Laboratory Medicine (IFCC,
2002-2008) and the president of the European Organization for External Quality
Assurance in Laboratory Medicine (EQALM, 2012-2014). Since 2000 he has been
a board member of the European Porphyria Network (EPNET), a partly EU-funded
project. Between 2009 and 2014 he was a chair of the Scientific Committee in the
European Federation of Clinical Chemistry and Laboratory Medicine(EFLM) and
he was the vice president of EFLM (2014-2015). Since 2016 Professor Sandberg
is the president of EFLM; he chairs or is a member of different working groups in
EFLM and IFCC.

Professor Sandberg has published about 240 peer reviewed papers and authored
11 books and book chapters and has given international lectures in his fields of
interests: evidence based laboratory medicine, quality improvement of point of
care instruments, biological variation, performance specifications in laboratory
medicine, quality assurance of the total testing process, laboratory aspects of
diabetes, porphyria and photobiology.



http://www.noklus.no)/

PLENARY LECTURE - 22.10.2017:

“The respiratory and gastrointestinal
microbiome in early life”

by Professor Michael Surette

Michael Surette, PhD, is currently Professor and Canada Research Chair
Interdisciplinary Microbiome Research at McMaster University. He is also
co-director of the McMaster Genomics Facility.

Professor Surette research addresses the human microbiome of the respiratory
and gastrointestinal tracts in health and disease, and the development of the
microbiome in early life and as we age. This research direction initiated with
studies in airway infections in cystic fibrosis that led to redefining the nature of
airway infections in those patients and identifying common but over looked
pathogens in our patient population (Southern Alberta Adult CF with Dr. Harvey
Rabin). This has ultimately led to a change in clinical practice and a significant
improvement in disease management in many patients.

This research was driven by combining culture and culture—independent methods
for examining the microbiome. The lab is focused on developing high throughput
culturing and phenotyping methods to investigate the microbiome, and applying
and improving next-generation sequencing approaches to characterize the
microbiome.

In addition to understanding fundamental questions about microbiome
composition and microbe-microbe /host interactions, the lab is interested in
developing methods for accurate rapid microbial profiling that could improve
management of disease and exploiting secondary metabolic products of the
human microbiome.

Disease specific projects are focused on cystic fibrosis, asthma, pneumonia,
sepsis, ulcerative colitis, and irritable bowel syndrome. His lab is currently
supported by grants from the Canadian Institutes for Health Research, Cystic
Fibrosis Canada, Crohn’s and Colitis Foundation of Canada and the Canadian
Foundation of Innovation.




CLOSING PLENARY LECTURE —22.10.2017:

“ Genetics of disorders of calcium
metabolism”

by Professor Rajesh Thakker

Rajesh Thakker is the May Professor of Medicine at the University of Oxford, and
a Fellow of Somerville and Harris Manchester Colleges, Oxford.
His main research interests include the molecular basis of disorders of calcium
homeostasis and he has authored over 350 publications, which have included
peer-reviewed papers in the New England Journal of Medicine, Nature, Nature
Genetics, Journal of Clinical Investigation and Lancet Journals.

Professor Thakker is a Consultant Endocrinologist who provides expertise in the
fields of neuroendocrine tumours (NETS), and disorders of calcium and phosphate
metabolism. He was previously Professor of Medicine at The Royal Postgraduate
Medical School, The Hammersmith Hospital, London, until 1999, when he took up
his present position in Oxford. He has served on the MRC Physiological Medicine
and Infections Board (2000-2005), the Council for the Society for Endocrinology
(2003-2006), and as Chairman of the National Institute of Health Research (NIHR)
/ MRC Efficacy and Mechanisms Evaluations (EME) Board (2008-2016).

Professor Thakker has been the recipient of many prizes which include: Young
Investigator Award from the American Society for Bone and Mineral Research
(ASBMR), USA (1988); the Raymond-Horton Smith Prize (Cambridge University,
UK) (1994); the Society for Endocrinology (UK) medal (1995); the European
Journal of Endocrinology Prize (EFES) (1998); WPU Jackson Memorial Lecture,
Society for Endocrinology, Metabolism, and Diabetes in South Africa (SEMSDA)
(1998); the Graham Bull Prize from the Royal College of Physicians (UK) (1999);
Bernard Pimstone Memorial Lecture, SEMSDA (2003); the Louis V Auvioli
Founder’'s Award from the ASBMR (USA) (2009); the Parathyroid Medal from the
Fondazione Raffaella Becagli (FIRMO) (2012); the Jack W. Coburn Endowed
Lectureship from the American Society of Nephrology (2012); the International
Research Prize from the Austrian Society for Bone and Mineral Research (2015);
and the Dale Medal from the Society for Endocrinology (UK) (2015).

Professor Thakker was elected to the Fellowship of the Royal Society (FRS) in
2014.




